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Abstract

This research paper is a report on a survey and analysis of Chinese Thais merchants’ business in Loei
province. The purposes are to survey and analyze on the business of Chinese Thais merchants and their trade names.
A data collection was conducted by walking into a store, making an observations and interviews. Demographic data
analysis was a statistical percent, and the trade name data analysis was conducted in semantics ways.

The results are as follows: The results showed that most of Chinese Thais merchants have the same “Lj,
Zhang and Chen” surname. Their original settlement was in the south of China, entered province via Me-Khong river in
Chiang Khan District, and then started their business in Loei during the year 1920 - 2012 mostly with gold and
gemstones business commerce. The analysis of trade names has analyzed in three points: Languages used, naming
strategies, the structure and composition of the trade name. The results of the survey included a total of 30 stores.
The most used language is Thai. The most used naming strategies is transcription, and the most used structure of trade
names is dual structures. The most common composition of trade names is the name or surname of the person.
This study reflects that Chinese Thais merchants in Loei province have been trading on the CharoenRat Road for over
a century. It was pioneered by the Hainan people, Hakka and Teochew respectively, with 60 percent of Teochew
shops. the most gold and gem shops, the second is restaurants, dressing robes, and agriculture, respectively. Chinese
Thais merchants in Loei province, although they trade in Thailand for a long time, the shop name and language
remain Chineseness with then combine with Thainess and con communicate with Thai customers effectively. It seeks

to preserve names with ancestral or surnames and promote business with auspicious words.
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